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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING 

IN CHARGE OF 

Edna L. Foley, R.N. 

Ohio : Cleveland. — Feeling the need of more frequent conferences 
between superintendents and supervisors of the different public health 
groups, the University District for the training of public health 
nurses called a meeting in April of all the public health nurses serving 
as superintendents or supervisors of any department of public health 
nursing in Cleveland. So successful a meeting was held that now 
monthly meetings are called. The conferences are very informal, the 
Chief Nurse of the agency that calls the meeting, presiding and open- 
ing the discussion. Problems common to all groups are taken up and 
the "Public Health Nurse Supervisors' Meetings," as the round tables 
are called, are proving most stimulating and helpful. 

Cecilia Evans, Director of the University District work, was 
loaned to the University of California for the summer, to take charge 
of a short course offered by it in Los Angeles, in public health nursing. 
Geneva Olcott, a graduate of the San Francisco County Hospital, 
and a student in the first course for public health nurses given at 
Berkeley last year by the University of California, was this year 
director of a similar course at Berkeley. 

Illinois: Elgin. — Elizabeth Arundale (Chicago Hospital), has re- 
cently been appointed community nurse for the town of Elgin. The 
first tuberculosis dispensary in the city was opened in June and 
registered twenty patients. Elgin hopes to secure a county sana- 
torium which can be had only by means of a referendum vote. When 
this notice was written, 75 of the 100 signatures required before the 
project could be considered, had been secured. The prospect is 
promising, and the good work of the Tuberculosis Society which sup- 
ports the work of the community nurse is going to make the cam- 
paign an effective one. 

The association also began its first child welfare conference 
where measuring and weighing of babies and children is now going 
on. A dental clinic is being discussed. A census of dentists has been 
taken. There are twenty-four in the town, and every one of them 
was willing to give at least one-half day a month for free work. 

Danville. — In February, the Health Department of Danville put 
on two visiting nurses, Marie Hahn and Ella Wheeler, both graduates 
of the Lake View Hospital, Danville. A tuberculosis dispensary was 
opened at the same time and is doing effective work. A welfare 
station supported by the committee of the State Council of Defense, 
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was opened in June. The nurses are doing all the tuberculosis work, 
the Metropolitan work and the child welfare work, and in time hope 
to extend their service to other patients. Each nurse owns her own 
car, but the city pays for the gasoline used. 

Kansas. — At last accounts (July 1, 1918), Kansas had public 
health nurses pretty well scattered throughout the state, in Lawrence, 
Atchison, Topeka, Hutchison,- Newton, Wellington, Wichita, Emporia, 
Pittsburgh, Kansas City, Arkansas City, and El Dorado, Butler 
County. Within the last few months, since the oil boom, Butler 
County has employed eight public health nurses, two of whom were 
from Chicago, and a third nurse has just gone down from the Chicago 
Visiting Nurse Association, Walborg Zetterwold, to succeed Mary 
Darr in the county school work, while Miss Darr undertakes the 
visiting nurse work for the town of El Dorado. The Kansas nurses 
have a Public Health Nurses' State Association which is divided into 
eight districts, each district having its vice-chairman. 

Nurses in Kansas and other places will be sorry to hear that 
Laura A. Neiswanger, president of the Kansas State Organization 
for Public Health Nursing, has been obliged to give up her work with 
the State Board of Health. She is teaching Red Cross classes in 
Elementary Hygiene and Home Care of the Sick at Osborne, Kansas. 

Wichita. — In answer to a letter asking how much help a four 
months' course at the School of Civics and Philanthropy in Chicago 
had given a community nurse in Kansas, the following reply was 
received. 

The course in the School of Civics and the work with the Visiting Nurse As- 
sociation are so closely connected it is hard to separate them and leave one com- 
plete. I never realized this so much as when seven school nurses met at a round 
table to discuss our schedule of work and just what we were doing. Not all were 
trained workers, but only two of us had any system to our work. Several ob- 
jected to home calls because they did not know how to meet the people. The 
lectures on Tuberculosis, those given in Rural Nursing, School Nursing and 

Visiting Nursing were especially helpful to me in , and gave me the theory 

for a working basis. The Visiting Nurse Association taught me how to meet 
the people and what to expect of them; how to keep records and how to form a 
working plan out of the theory received at the School of Civics. The Visiting 
Nurse Association also gave me the practical experience I needed to give me 
confidence in myslf to do public health work. The School of Civics never failed 
to tell us we must be leaders because people expected it of us and that we must 
fit ourselves for that purpose. I did many things I did not want to do because of 
this. Had I not taken the course in public health work I never would have been 
able to do the work successfully. I must know what I am doing before I under- 
take it. The short courses will be an inducement for nurses to take up public 
health work. 

Colorado. — Olive A. Chapman, formerly a supervisor at Henry 
Street Nurses' Settlement, and for several years with the Visiting 
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Nurse Association of Colorado Springs, has accepted a new position 
as State Supervisor of Public Health Nursing for Colorado. 

Pennsylvania. — Harriet C. Burrows, recently on the staff of the 
Visiting Nurse Association of Philadelphia, is at present industrial 
nurse for the Chester Shipbuilding Company, Limited, Chester, Pa. 

Ohio. — A. J. Cunningham (New England Hospital, Boston, 
1910) , public health nurse at Belief ontaine, Ohio, has been elected an 
honorary member of the Logan County Medical Society. 

Courses for Student Nurses. — Chicago is planning two courses 
for its senior student nurses, one a series of lectures on public 
health nursing, to be given on the south, north and west sides of the 
city. This has been arranged by Mrs. Theodore B. Sachs (Michael 
Reese Hospital), of the staff of the Chicago Tuberculosis Institute. 
The second course is one of four months in practical work and theory, 
to be given under the auspices of the American Red Cross, the Chicago 
School of Civics and Philanthropy, the Visiting Nurse Association and 
the Infant Welfare Society. The nurses will probably be housed in 
the Chicago Nurses' Club and it is hoped that Elnora Thomson, 
director of the Illinois Society for Mental Hygiene, now in Italy with 
Miss Gardner, will return in time to become director of the course. 

Grand Rapids, Michigan, in connection with the Junior College 
of the city, is planning a longer course, part to be given by means 
of evening lectures, and eighteen weeks given as a special course for 
seniors. This has been planned by Ada Coleman, superintendent of 
the Visiting Nurse Association ; Annie Morrison, executive secretary 
of the Grand Rapids Anti-Tuberculosis Society; Margaret Roche, 
superintendent of the Infant Feeding Clinics ; and Etta Lee Gowdy, 
Kent County community nurse. 

Some nurses are deterred from taking post-graduate courses in 
public health nursing because of the expense involved. The Public 
Health Nursing Bureau of the American Red Cross has a number of 
scholarships for just such nurses as these and inquiries directed to 
the Washington office will bring a nurse all the desired information. 
Few nurses can do successful public health nursing unless they have 
had experience on a large staff or have taken one of the many courses 
now being offered graduate nurses. The first permanent course to be 
opened on the Pacific Coast is at the University of the State of Wash- 
ington, where Barbara H. Bartlett, B.S., of Teachers College, former 
tuberculosis head nurse of Chicago, has recently been appointed 
associate professor. A most successful ten weeks' course attended 
by thirty-five graduate nurses, has just been closed. The eight 
months' course opens this fall. 



